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~ IMPORTANT REMINDER ~
In order to assure that your donation is doubled, 

please be sure to date your check  
no earlier than November 1, 2025, and  

no later than December 31, 2025.
Thank y� f� y�r support!

◄  Extra Edition November 2025  ►
Published by Applegate Valley Community Newspaper, Inc.  

PO Box 14, Jacksonville, OR 97530 • gater@applegater.org 

◄  Cover Photo  ►
Maple leaves fallen from trees on Humbug Creek 

by photographer Linda Kappen.

The bicycle ride through 
Jerome Prairie, the 
scenic western edge 
of the Applegate, drew 
people of all ages from 
around the Applegate 
and Grants Pass. After 
a nearly seven-mile ride, 
the bikers appreciated 
food, drinks, and live 
music from the 
Jacksaphine Band at 
Apricity Vineyard. Photo 
by Megan Fehrman.

A bat walk and a 
demonstration on 

the marvel of moths 
were featured at this 
Applegate After Dark 

event hosted at the 
Provolt Recreation Site. 

The night concluded 
with guided sessions 

on astronomy and 
astrophotography. It 

was a full and engaging 
evening on how to 

enjoy our dark skies! 
�3�K�R�W�R���E�\���/�L�]���6�K�H�Q��

Keep those articles, letters, opinions, and  
“Reading the Gater” photos coming in. 

You are the Gater!

Women for the Land: Soil Sampling 
& Testing Learning Circle

	 Discover how to assess and 
improve soil health at this hands-on 
workshop designed for women in 
agriculture.
	 WHEN: 9 am-3 pm Tuesday, 
November 18 (with a social hour 
from 3-4 pm). 
	 WHERE: Rusted Gate Farm, 5700 
Upton Road, Central Point, Oregon. 
	 Description: Join American 
Farmland Trust and Oregon State 
University Soil Health Extension 
Specialist Shannon Cappellazzi, PhD, 
for an interactive workshop focused on 
all things soil. Participants will learn 
soil health principles, use their senses 
to assess soil health, and collect soil 
samples using scientific methods for 

BY CARLY BOYER

testing. The group will also discuss the 
differences between common soil tests 
and how to select the right one for their 
farm's goals. Be prepared to get dirty!
	 This event is free to attend, 
but registration is required. Catered 
lunches will be provided by Jefferson 
Farm Kitchen, and travel stipends 
are available upon request. Register 
at https://farmland.salsalabs.org/
soilnov2025/index.html. 
	 For questions or accommodations, 
contact Carly Boyer using the 
information listed below. 

Carly Boyer
cboyer@farmland.org

541-546-0434

■ FAIR FUN
Continued from page 1

BY DIANA COOGLE

	 While you’re writing that check for 
the Applegater during these double-your-
money two months (heartfelt thanks to 
you from the board!), consider also helping 
the Applegater by joining the board. We 
have openings for an ad manager, a grants 
manager, a distribution manager, and, after 
the turn of the year, a secretary. We also 
need someone to monitor the website, as 
our dedicated host, Joe Lavine, would like 
to retire after the first of the year.
	 The commitment is to monthly 
meetings and to helping fulfill the tasks that 
keep the board functional and the paper in 

circulation. We are a group of community-
minded individuals enthusiastic about the 
Applegater and the service it provides for 
the community. The Applegater is where we 
have decided to put our volunteerism to 
work. Join us! We would love to have you.
	 Contact me with inquiries. 
	 I can’t wait to hear from you.

Diana Coogle
Chair, Applegater Board of Directors

P.S. Don’t forget to donate in the next 
two months—and date your check after 
November 1.

FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD
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festivities with a good 

old-fashioned BBQ 
at the Salant Family 

Ranch. Photo by 
Christina Ammon.

Leo, the resident cat at 
Wooldridge Creek Vineyard, 
participated in the “Art in the 
Vineyard” event. The grounds 
�Z�H�U�H���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�U�W�L�V�W�V���R�I���D�O�O��
mediums and attendees were 
encouraged to spend dollars 
locally to support our growing 
�D�U�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����7�K�H���D�L�U���Z�D�V���À�O�O�H�G��
with beautiful music from Bekkah 
McAlvage of the Rosa Lees and 
�Z�L�W�K���V�P�H�O�O�V���R�I���S�L�]�]�D���E�H�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�H�G��
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oven. Photo by JB Palasini.
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Look who’s reading the Gater!
Take us with you on your next trip. Then send your favorite “Reading the Gater” photo (must include the physical paper) 

to gater@applegater.org or mail to Applegater, PO Box 14, Jacksonville, OR 97530.  

Photos, left to right:
–Jack and Cindy Luce reading the Applegater at Vigeland 
Sculpture Park in Oslo, Norway.
–Erich and Amber Thalmayer and Louann and Rick Faist reading the Applegater in the Swiss Alps.
–Laura Martin (R) points to some Oregon crafts featured in the Applegater to her sisters (L-R) Diana Coogle and Sharon Coogle at 
a break between classes at the folk school in North Carolina.

be selling handmade art they have been 
working on throughout the fall, set up 
in the Maker Space during Winterfest. 
Students will donate half of their proceeds 
to a cause of their choice. The remaining 
profits will be shared among the students. 
It’s a meaningful opportunity for young 
makers to contribute to their community 
and learn the value of both generosity and 
entrepreneurship.

Winterfest is also a place for families to 
make memories. This year, kids can take 
part in our festive photo booth and holiday 
craft-making station, where little hands 
can get creative and leave with something 
special. It’s a joyful space to play, make, and 
capture the magic of the season.

More than just a market, Winterfest 
is a chance to slow down, reconnect, 
and celebrate what makes this valley so 

special—our people, our creativity, and 
our shared love for meaningful gatherings.

So, bundle up, bring your friends 
and family, and join us for a weekend 
of warmth, wonder, and wholehearted 
celebration at Pacifica’s Winterfest.

In addition, at Pacifica this fall and 
winter, we have a lineup of seasonal 
workshops and classes that offer a chance 
to slow down, get creative, and craft your 
own handmade gifts for the holidays. 
Whether you're new to making or already 
love working with your hands, these 
gatherings are a wonderful way to connect, 
learn, and gain new skills.

Find more information and register on 
our website at pacificagarden.org under the 
“Classes & Workshops” section.

Harmony Oltman
harmony@pacificagarden.org

Pacifica’s 26th annual 
Winterfest
BY HARMONY OLTMAN

Come celebrate the season, support 
local makers, and gather in community 
at Pacifica’s 26th annual Winterfest—a 
beloved holiday tradition where creativity, 
community, and the spirit of the season 
come together. This year’s bazaar will 
be held 10 am-4 pm, December 6 and 
7, filling the valley with two days of 
handmade gifts, live local music, delicious 
food, and festive joy. 

Our market is full of heart, featuring 
the work of local artists, crafters, and 
herbalists. You’ll find small-batch herbal 
products made from locally harvested 
plants, beeswax candles, an abundance 

of hand-thrown pottery, cozy knits, dried 
flower wreaths, original artwork, and 
meaningful gifts made with intention. 
Each item carries the spirit of its maker, 
and every purchase helps keep our local 
creative community thriving.

As  you  shop,  de l i ght  in  l i ve 
performances by talented local musicians 
infusing the winter atmosphere with heart 
and soul. And don’t miss the delicious 
local food—from seasonal bites and 
homemade treats to comforting favorites 
that nourish the body.

For the first time ever, all Pacifica 
students in our educational programs will 


