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	 Depending on their environment, 
communities are affected by a variety of 
naturally occurring elemental extremes. 
The Midwest is subject to tornadoes, Gulf 
and Atlantic communities are inundated 
by hurricanes, and communities along 
fault lines experience earthquakes. Here 
in the Applegate and across much of the 
West, wildfire is a naturally occurring part 
of our environment. All of these forces 
occur across a wide spectrum of intensity. 
Some earthquakes can be so minor as to be 
almost undetectable, while others topple 
buildings. A gentle breeze might rustle 
fields of grain, while a Class 5 tornado 
can rip a building from its foundation. 
Wildfire also occurs across a spectrum. 
At the lowest end, a creeping surface fire 
might consume some leaves or dried grass 
while wetter leaves and grass underneath 
remain untouched. At the other extreme, 
a crown fire can roar through a forest, 
incinerating 150-foot trees and everything 
else in its path.
	 All these communities develop 
adaptations to make them more resilient 
to the environmental extremes they 
experience. 
	 One way is by adapting our homes. In 
earthquake zones, building construction 
designs make structures more resilient to 
major shaking. Communities in Tornado 
Alley build underground bunkers where 
they can wait out the terrific winds and 
flying debris. In the Applegate, there 
are many steps we can take to make our 
homes more resilient to wildfire. Common 
recommendations include building with 

During March,  McKee Bridge 
Historical Society (MBHS) will exhibit 
the works of Evelyn Byrne Williams 
at the Jacksonville Library. Evelyn has 
been a creative force throughout her 
99+ years on earth. She took readers 
of the Applegater “Back in Time” with 
entertaining and educational articles 
published 1994-2016. Evelyn is a 
professional artist in multiple media: 
oils, pen and ink, knitting, appliqué, 
and quilting (including seven “museum” 

Creating a fire-adapted 
community

Evelyn Williams, a maker and conservator of Oregon history

BY AARON KRIKAVA

BY CHARLOTTE HYDE

BY LAURA AHEARN

APWC’s Education 
Program weathers a 
challenging funding 
environment 

Over the past  three years ,  the 
Applegate Partnership & Watershed 
Council’s (APWC) Education and 
Out re a ch  p rog r am ha s  s t e ad i l y 
expanded its offerings of outdoor day 
programs for the youth of the Applegate 
Valley and surrounding communities. 
The goal of the education program is 
to provide high-quality, place-based 
learning opportunities that nurture 
students’ connection to the natural 
world. Our three programs, Applegate 
Outdoor School (AOS), Grow Youth, 
and Applegate Outdoor Summer Camp 

See FIRE-ADAPTED COMMUNITY, page 13.See APWC’S EDUCATION PROGRAM, page 8.

storytelling quilts). She has illustrated her 
own books and those of other authors. 
Many of these pieces were created while 
Evelyn owned the Lamplighter Gallery at 
165 E. California Street—originally the 
Judge and Nunan Saddlery and Harness 
Shop, now the Crown Jewel—and reveal 
the history, people, and lost landscapes 
of southern Oregon.

Evelyn is the great-granddaughter 
of John and Maryum McKee, who 

Hi Head and His Cabin, oil painting by Evelyn Byrne Williams. 

(AOSC), served 650 youth between the 
ages of 5 and 18 in 2025. Applegate 
Outdoor School and Grow Youth have 
built strong relationships with schools 
throughout the Medford, Three Rivers, 
and Grants Pass School Districts, 
while our Summer Camp received 
enthusiastic support from families 
across the Applegate. As the seasons 
pass, each program roots itself more 
firmly into the community. 

Despite this upward trajectory, the 
volatile funding climate for projects 
relating to the environment, education, 
and environmental  education has 
imposed major challenges upon two of 
our three programs. 

Applegate Outdoor School is a state-
funded Outdoor School provider. In 
2016, Oregon voters passed Measure 
99, creating the Oregon Outdoor 
School Fund. This fund allows Oregon 
5th- and 6th-graders to experience 
a week of outdoor education, with 
providers such as AOS, at no cost to 
school districts or families. This stable 
funding source has allowed Outdoor 
School programs to flourish across the 
state, with providers serving 35,488 
students in the 2023-2024 fiscal year.

In May 2025, a $12 million cut to 
the 2026/2027 biennium was abruptly 
introduced to Outdoor School. This 
cut sowed confusion and distress 

Applegate Outdoor Summer Camp camper 
poses with her found-object sculpture. 

Photo by APWC Staff. 

materials that resist ignition, screening 
openings to prevent ember intrusion, and 
removing flammable material within five 
feet of structures.
	 Another way is through emergency 
planning. Similar to areas along the Pacific 
coast that develop tsunami evacuation 
routes, we need to plan wildfire evacuation 
routes. Community support networks like 
phone trees could also make the difference 
between life and death, especially for older 
folks who might not have cell service or an 
internet connection.
	 There’s an important way in which 
wildfire differs from these other elemental 
events, particularly in the Applegate. 
Periodic low-intensity fire is a beneficial 
and necessary part of our environment; in 
its absence, wildfire becomes a catastrophic 
occurrence. Until very recently, the last 
120 years or so, wildfires occurred almost 
exclusively (91-94 percent) at the low-to-
moderate range of intensity. This mild, 
regular disturbance allowed local plants to 
adapt to and evolve with fire. Some plants 
developed seeds and root structures that 
are fire-dependent, meaning they require 
fire to maintain healthy populations.
	 Frequent, low- to moderate-intensity 
fire also prevented the accumulation of 
heavy fuel loads, allowing the cycle of mild 
disturbance to continue. Fire exclusion 
and suppression, first implemented in the 
early 1900s, particularly after World War 
II, with the use of aircraft and bulldozers, 
caused the number of acres burned annually 
to plummet significantly. Reducing the 

Good news and bad news: this issue brought in more thoughtful, generous submissions than we had room to include in print. A few pieces have been published on 
our website instead: How to Stay Capable for Applegate Living by Grant Thomas; Wellington Wildlands Council: Endings and Beginnings by Jeanette LeTourneux, Liza 
Crosse, Audrey Eldridge, and Barbara Holiday; News from the Williams Grange by Harmony Sue Hanie; Wildfire-Risk Reduction: A Balancing Act by Nathan Gehres; and 
Kids are Key at JCC! by Julie Raefield. We deeply appreciate everyone who shared their work with us and hope you’ll visit applegater.org to read it.
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  OBITUARY    
Dolores Lucille Durando 

April 9, 1921–September 15, 2025 

	 Dolores Durando passed 
away peacefully at the age 
of 104. Her long life was 
marked by resilience, kindness, 
creativity, and an unwavering 
devotion to family and 
community.
	 Dolores was born in 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. 
As a young child, while living 
in Newville, North Dakota, she was sent to 
live with her beloved Grandpa Cripe, the 
town blacksmith. He provided the love, 
protection, and belonging that shaped her 
earliest memories until, at age five, she 
returned to her mother, stepfather, and little 
brother to help with farm life.
	 Her childhood unfolded during the 
hardships of the Great Depression. Dolores 
often spoke of howling prairie blizzards, 
searing summer heat, and dust storms that 
turned daylight to darkness. Those years 
taught her to work hard, persevere, and 
value responsibility. She said she learned 
love from her grandfather, strength from 
her circumstances, and purpose from those 
early trials.
	 In 1942, Dolores married Allen 
Jorgenson and lived with his family on a 
farm outside Devils Lake, North Dakota. 
They had three children: Michael, Dori 
Anne, and Marilane. Around 1950, she and 
her children boarded a train for California 
and settled in North Hollywood with her 
extended family. Dolores and her female 
relatives worked alternating shifts at Tim’s 
Aircraft, Douglas Aircraft, and Lockheed 
Aircraft as “Rosie the Riveters,” contributing 
to the wartime effort. In 2024, Dolores 
was honored with the Rosie the Riveter 
Congressional Gold Medal, the highest 
civilian honor bestowed by Congress.
	 In 1954, Dolores married Boyd 
Dunlap and moved to the Sylmar foothills 
of southern California, where she raised 
purebred champion Nubian and La Mancha 
goats shown across California and Nevada. 
In 1959, the family moved to Manteca, 

where they operated a large 
goat dairy, milking about 
100 animals by hand twice 
a day. In 1983, she moved 
to Santa Rosa, where she 
became state-licensed to 
care for developmentally 
disabled children, the 
elderly, and the mentally 
ill—work she cherished.

		  Dolores earned her psychiatric 
technician license and served on the Sonoma 
County Mental Health Board, where she 
supported meaningful reforms. She wrote 
Out of the Darkness, a novel based on her 
experiences.
	 After retiring to the Grants Pass 
area, Dolores discovered a new passion: 
miniature donkeys. She raised and showed 
them in trail competitions, cart driving, 
costume classes, and parades. She wrote 
Always in the Ribbons, a book about her 
favorite donkey, Tennessee Ernie, and 
served on the board of the National 
Miniature Donkey Association.
	 A gifted artist, Dolores worked in 
watercolor and alabaster sculpture. At 90, 
she published her first novel, Beyond the 
Bougainvillea, based on her life. Several 
more novels followed, including And 
Yesterday is Gone, The Long Journey Home, 
and Tomorrow is Forever.
	 Dolores spent her final decade in the 
loving care of Bill and Cathy Dunlap, her 
son and daughter-in-law, in Applegate, and 
with her daughter Marilane Jorgenson and 
Matt Maclauchlin in Williams. Daughter 
Dori Anne Coleman lives in Windsor, 
California. Dolores is also survived by five 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
	 All who knew Dolores are welcome 
to celebrate her amazing life on March 14, 
1-5 pm, at Pacifica’s Great Hall in Williams. 
For more information, contact Bill and 
Cathy Dunlap at evescafe@gmail.com or 
call 541-659-3145. 

Barbara Holiday
sfholiday@aol.com

BY BARBARA HOLIDAY

See QUILTERS AND COMMUNITY, page 22.

See BUILDING RESILENCE, page 11.

 	 Resilience is a term that gets thrown 
around a fair amount. But what does 
it actually mean to be resilient? To be 
tough or resourceful? Is it a box you can 
just check off? Like when you’re doing 
your taxes: “Are you resilient? Yes or no.” 
Honestly, I don’t know how I’d answer 
that… probably “depends on the day?”
	 What I can say is that I’ve developed 
a much better understanding of the 
word by living and working here in the 
Applegate. Resilience is woven into the 
fabric of this place. I don’t think I know 
anyone who would describe life in the 
valley as easy. Depending on where you’re 
located, you could be almost an hour 
from the nearest hospital. Cell coverage is 

	 It is with real pleasure 
t h a t  t h e  R o g u e  Va l l e y 
Piecemakers are responding to 
the Applegater’s call for articles 
and stories about community, 
c o m m e rc e ,  a n d  h ow  we 
support our community on a 
local level. As quilters, we are 
experts in building fellowship, 
whether  through creat ive 
projects, numerous charitable 
p rog rams ,  o r  suppor t i ve 
friendship. For centuries, if 
not millennia, women, and 
sometimes men, have gathered 
to sew together. Sewing bees are 
an iconic piece of our nation’s 
cultural history. Our local quilting 
group carries on this wonderful and 
ancient tradition.
	 A highlight of our efforts is our 
beautiful annual quilt show, when we 
extend this sense of community and 
artistic inspiration to our neighbors 
throughout the Rogue Valley. This year, 
our show is entitled “Life’s Journey—
An Inspirational Adventure!”
	 Please join us on May 8 and 9, 
10 am-4 pm, at the Josephine County 
Fairgrounds.

BY TUCKER GRINNAN

Building resilience in the 
Applegate 

a hot commodity. When winter weather 
rolls in, many of these backroads are some 
of the last places to see a plow.
	 Yet, it almost feels like these are 
reasons we choose to live here. The 
isolation is part of the charm. It may not 
be easy living here, but it is worthwhile. 
What happens when you can’t get out 
of your steep, ice-covered driveway 
and you’re running out of food during 
a snowstorm? You hitch a ride into 
town with a neighbor. When life gets 
hard, Applegaters find a way. No, I’m 
not your high school football coach. 
Yes, I am trying to make a point. 
Whatever resilience is, we have it here.

BY LIZA CROSSE

Quilters and community: “Life’s 
Journey” Quilt Show 

Applegate and other Rogue Valley quilters gathered 
for EPP in the home of local quilting superstar Debbie 

Wheeler and her husband, George, in the Upper 
Applegate. Photo by Nathan Gehres, APWC.

	 Board President Roxanne Zirkle 
chose this thoughtful theme, inspired by 
the history of the Underground Railroad 
and the northward journey made by 
enslaved people. Oral tradition has it that 
quilts with sewn-in symbols were draped 
on porches to help the escapees find 
homes that would shelter them on the 
road. Roxanne hopes to inspire quilters 
to share their own journeys in their quilts, 
whether a vacation adventure, personal 

Happy
Mother`s Day
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	 Fellow Applegaters, Humbuggers, 
and those who align with the Humbug 
mountainside along Highway 238 are 
working to become a Firewise community! 
Please consider joining our cause to become 
Firewise and learn why becoming Firewise 
makes sense for Humbug residents. We are 
also updating our current Fire Emergency 
Phone Tree.
Common questions
Will it lower our homeowner’s insurance?
	 While it may not lower your 
insurance, it may help prevent loss of 
coverage or assist in the ability to purchase 
coverage. Sterling Creek Road is our first 

Humbuggers unite in becoming a “Firewise” community 
BY SANG MONTAGE L.AC.

Funday Farm. Photo by Sang Montage L.Ac.

regional Firewise Community, and some 
residents reported that it did indeed lower 
their costs. It certainly won’t hurt us!
What does it get us?
	 The more residents who join in 
our Humbug Community, the greater 
the possibility of receiving grant money, 
especially grants that are not federally 
funded. Money from the private sector 
becomes available to us in the form of 
matching grants for volunteer hours spent 
making our homes safe. Hours spent 
must be accounted for and submitted 
to the appropriate agency to earn funds. 
Every hour of work equals $34.75! Most 

importantly, by making our properties 
Firewise and receiving the Firewise 
Certification, we ultimately help save our 
lives, our homes, and our neighbors when 
a wildfire strikes!
What’s involved in becoming Firewise?
	 It’s basically creating a defensible 
space around your home and making sure 
your driveway is clear for the exit or entry 
of emergency vehicles. Come to a meeting 
or pick up a brochure at the library or 
fire station.
Are there resources available for the 
disabled, elderly, or economically 
challenged?
	 We are working to create an 
infrastructure to make this happen. 
When we become certified, we can 
request grants to help those in need to 
create and maintain defensible space. Let 
us know if you’re interested by signing up 
for updates.
What are some examples of creating 
defensible space?
•	 Cleaning out gutters and covering 

them with mesh wire to prevent the 
buildup of leaves.

•	 Keeping the underside of decks and 
porches clear of flammable debris.

•	 Replacing missing or damaged roof 
vents with 1/8-inch metal mesh, 
limbing trees, etc.

•	 Coming to the All Things Fire Fair 
in Ruch on March 7, 2026, to 
learn more.

What can we do in the meantime to 
create defensible space?
	 There are some free resources available 
now, like chipping and dumpster use from 
the Applegate Fire District. Call them at 
541-899-1050 for more information and 
schedule a dumpster for you to load up 
with flammable material. 
Connections and resources for fire safety
Learn more about Firewise
•	 Website: firewise.org
Firebrand Resiliency Collective
•	 Email:  f ireadapted@f i r e b r a n d 

collective.org
Firewise coordinators
•	 Tucker Grinnan: tucker.grinnan@

firebrandcollective.org
•	 Kara Baylor :  kara@f i r e b r a n d 

collective.org
Resilient Landscapes project manager—
Applegate Partnership and Watershed 
Council (APWC)
•	 Nate Gehres:  541-890-9989 | 

nathan@apwc.info
Non-Emergency Fire Station #9—
Ruch, Oregon
•	 Phone: 541-899-1050
•	 Address: 1095 Upper Applegate Rd, 

Jacksonville, OR 97530
Jackson County Burn Hotline
•	 Phone: 541-776-7007
Community Connect
	 A safe database resource for emergency 
personnel to access locked gates during 
emergencies and provide information 

See HUMBUGGERS UNITE, page 15.

	 Economic vitality and community 
are at the core of A Greater Applegate’s 
(AGA) mission, along with increasing social 
connection, rural resilience, and stewardship 
of the environments that surround us. Here 
in the Applegate Valley, we don’t have a 
multitude of services or supports, like our 
own Chamber of Commerce, but we do 
have A Greater Applegate and the Applegate 
Valley Business Network. The network 
supports businesses within the valley and 
promotes the Applegate as a desirable place 
to do business and as a destination that is 
welcoming to visitors. 
	 The Applegate Business Network 
Directory on applegateconnect.org has 
just been redesigned to function like the 
old yellow pages in the phone book. It 
is becoming a comprehensive listing of 
businesses located in the Applegate or 
serving the Applegate Valley community. If 
you haven’t seen it, please check it out. Now 
we just need to get all of the local businesses 
into the Directory! So we are asking for 
your help. If you know a business or own or 
manage one that should be in our Directory, 
please email Business Network Manager 
Jeff Haas at jeff@agreaterapplegate.org, 

BY MEGAN FEHRMAN

Business network in the 
Applegate 

and we will follow up. If you own or 
manage a business that is located in or 
serves the Applegate, contact Jeff to join 
the Business Network. 
	 Did you know that  there  i s 
also an online Classified Ad space 
just for the Applegate? We have just 
redesigned the Classifieds section of the 
ApplegateConnect website too. If you 
are selling something that pictures will 
help to sell, you can post up to four on a 
listing. Like our Applegate Listserv, it is 
free for individuals or businesses to use.
	 Throughout the first half of 2026, 
we will be meeting with Applegate 
businesses and community members to 
take part in discussions about how we 
can support businesses and economic 
vitality in the valley. There will be 
individual meetings for industry groups 
that represent specific types of businesses, 
and also meetings related to location for 
our Village Hubs of Ruch, Applegate, 
Williams, Murphy, and Wilderville. 
The result will be an Applegate Economic 
Vitality Plan that we can use to guide 
our work and to bring regional business-
support resources to the Applegate. 

Here are the specific focus groups and 
meeting dates or target months:
•	  Vintners—March 4, 2026
•	 Tourism—March 20-30
•	 Artists—Early- to mid-April 
•	 Cannabis—Late April
•	 Forest and Fire—May
•	 Outdoor Recreation—June
•	 Education—June-July 
•	 Services (contractors, plumbers, 
electricians, landscaping, etc.)—July
	 The Applegate Valley is the first 
unincorporated rural community selected 
to do this kind of place-based process to 
increase rural economic vitality. This year 
will build on the Applegate Valley Vision 
that was completed in 2022, the two 
studies on the economic drivers and a map 
of rural commercial space that were done 
with the University of Oregon in 2023 
and 2024, and all of the work that has 
been done up until this point, including 
the growing farmers markets, the artists 
network, and wanderapplegate.com.
	 The staff and board of AGA remain 
delighted to be doing this work in and 
for our community. There will be many 
opportunities to learn more, plug in, and 
celebrate 30 years of community-building 
work in this beautiful place. (Yes, that’s 
right! AGA, formerly the Greater Applegate 
Community Development Corporation, is 
turning 30 this year!) Since the mid-1990s, 
AGA has strengthened local life through 
engagement that supports small farms 
and businesses, coordinates community 

AGA’s Business Network Manager, Jeff Haas, 
with Jonathan Amorin of Apple Outlaw Cidery. 

Photo by Sarah Haas. 

networks, and creates inclusive, resident-
led programs that celebrate our region’s 
unique sense of place. From the lower 
Applegate to the Little Applegate, a 
bounty of beauty, flavor, and diverse 
experiences abounds. Let’s #livelocal and 
support all that we’ve got right at our 
fingertips. 2026 is shaping up to be a big 
year, and we hope you will come along 
for the ride. 

Megan Fehrman
Executive Director, A Greater Applegate

541-702-2108
agreaterapplegate.org
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BOOK REVIEWPoetry Corner
Applegate Conception

By Jack Duggan

Have a submission for Poetry Corner, either written by an Applegate 
resident or about the Applegate? Email it to Applegater poetry 

editor Paul Tipton at ptipton4u2c@gmail.com.

BY PAUL TIPTON

The Ten Habits of Good Citizens 
by Richard Haas

	 After a recent rereading of the 
Bill of Rights, I was given a nudge to 
read The Bill of Obligations, written in 
2023, the chosen book for my local 
book club. In his preface, Haas notes 
the current political divisions in our 
country, brought on by the incidents 
of January 6, 2021, and suggests that 
they raise questions about the integrity 
of American democracy. He describes 
himself as “not partisan,” and we have to 
take him at his word. I hope you don’t 
stop reading here, because I have no 
desire to discuss politics, only wanting 
you to consider these ten “obligations” 
for citizens that seem to me to be the 
baseline for individual responsibilities 
in American society.
	 Haas begins, in the chapter titled 
“Rights and Their Limits,” by explaining 
that the need for republicanism—
“representative governments exercising 
authority in the name of the people and 
held accountable to them”—led to the 
creation of the Bill of Rights, the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution. Haas 
goes on to investigate the deterioration of 
democracy, believing that the differences 
in beliefs about the “rights” of citizens 
have led to this deterioration.
	 Hence came The Bill of Obligations, 
his effort to showcase ten “obligations” 
that, if followed, might help to narrow 
the gulf, or at least prevent further 
expansion of, the divide between those 
with differing views. Though he believes 
strongly in the necessity of changing 
the divisiveness of the current political 
climate, Haas concedes that because 
of the reality of changes, few are likely 

The Bill of 
Obligations 

to happen, “in no small part because 
the same problems that have led to the 
weakening of democracy here make it 
difficult to fix it. It is not just that the 
process of reform is arduous; it is more that 
those who perceive that the changes would 
restrain their rights will oppose them. This 
is where obligations come in: American 
democracy will work, and reform will 
prove possible only if obligations join 
rights at center stage.” 
	 Here then are the ten obligations:
	 Obligation I—Be Informed
	 Obligation II—Get Involved
	 Obligation III—Stay Open to 	
		  Compromise
	 Obligation IV—Remain Civil
	 Obligation V—Reject Violence
	 Obligation VI—Value Norms
	 Obligation VII—Promote the 	
		  Common Good
	 Obligation VIII—Respect 		
		  Government Service
	 Obligation IX—Support the 	
		  Teaching of Civics
`	 Obligation X—Put Country First
	 These are not difficult obligations 
to achieve or believe in, all being positive 
suggestions toward living in harmony in your 
community. They are not mandates, but a 
reasonable set of values for all of us to explore 
and try to live within. Interestingly, having 
gotten feedback from two book groups with 
different political alignments, both groups 
agreed that the list of obligations had value, 
with one of the main points of consensus 
being to “support the teaching of civics.” I 
think that means we all need to try to have 
our children become better citizens than we 
have been, a difficult task, since we haven’t 
always been good role models. 
	 This is a book worth reading, even if 
you just read Haas’s obligations, a balance to 
the many rights we have and enjoy in these 
United States.

Paul W. Tipton 
ptipton4u2c@gmail.com

When I was young and in my prime
I used to have a good ol’ time
In bars and taverns goin’ roun’
Just drinkin’ beer and playin’ clown
 
But as I grew, the neon lights
No longer brightened up my nights
The painted ladies with the flashing eyes
No longer seemed like such a prize
 
And I was also soon to learn
That others too were quick to spurn
The shuck and jive and the gaudy roles
That shield the heart from touching souls
 
So I found myself a mountainside
And it’s there I let my heart abide
And opened the door to kith and kin
And let those touching souls come in

Jack Duggan wrote this poem shortly after coming home from 
Vietnam, while living in the 1910 cabin his great-grandfather 
built, where, his mother told him, he had been conceived. The 
cabin sits near the headwaters of Forest Creek, just below Mount 
Isabelle.  Jack is a Land Steward and is known to advocate for 
natural resource issues in the Applegate.

Rex F. Miller DMD PC
Comprehensive & Cosmetic Dentistry

570 Blackstone Alley Jacksonville

Clip this 
ad!

541-899-1924

Offer good with coupon only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer excludes treatment for Periodontal Disease. Expires May 31, 2026. 
Excluding insurance reimbursement. No cash value.

$150 New patient exam,
standard prophy (cleaning),

and xrays. 
Ask us about conscious sedation for your dental anxiety. We can help! 

NEW 3D XRAY 

TECHNOLOGY

Open Mon. - Thurs. 

Now offering Clear Correct!
ClearCorrect is the simple, effective
way to straighten your teeth.
Yes, we do Root Canals!
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The Applegate Valley Community 
Newspaper, Inc. (AVCN) is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to 
the publication of the Applegater 
newsmagazine, which, we feel, reflects 
the heart and soul of our community.

  
Our Mission

The goal of the Applegate Valley 
Community Newspaper, Inc., is to 
provide the Applegate watershed 
with a communication vehicle, the 
Applegater, that will provide educational 
information, increase community 
networking, and represent all the area's 
diverse communities. Through honest, 
constructive, relevant, and entertaining 
reports on a wide variety of subjects 
and viewpoints, including our natural 
resources, historical and current events, 
and community news, we can work 
together to enhance the quality of life we 
have in the Applegate, and continue to 
make a difference in our valley.
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our website, and on our Facebook page.

Submissions for the next issue must 
be received at gater@applegater.org by 
the deadline (see Editorial Calendar on 
this page).
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	 Perhaps one of the most unifying 
issues for the Applegate Valley is the 
extremely high fire danger facing our rural 
landscape and the very real threat to our 
homes, businesses, and forests. 
	 The good news is that this is an exciting 
time for our valley, with many community 
members and several nonprofits, in addition 
to our Applegate Fire District, engaging in 
fire prevention efforts. As can be seen in 
this issue of the Applegater, multiple efforts 
are underway, from the comprehensive 
Applegate Firewise Protection Plan 
coordinated by the Applegate Partnership 
to local Firewise groups working together 
to take care of neighborhood needs. And, 
as you will see below, the long-standing 
Friends of the Applegate Fire District 
and volunteers working in various ways 

continue to do their good work. Now is a 
great time to join these efforts! All hands 
are needed to protect our valley.
The Friends of Applegate Fire District
	 Without doubt, the nonprofit Friends 
focuses on a very serious and important 
subject—providing for emergency medical 
and fire services. However, of all the 
community groups working on fire-related 
issues, we like to think we’re the most fun!   
	 Our overarching goal is to support the 
Applegate Fire District and the community 
it serves. We have several areas of focus: 
supporting good morale and the “esprit 
de corps” of our professional emergency 
responders, engaging the community to 
foster understanding about the work of the 
District and build trust in our professional 
emergency responders, and raising funds 

Fire and community: Diverse 
groups coming together
BY BABETTE RAPP

for the purchase of essential equipment 
and programs that otherwise would not be 
funded by the District’s very lean budget.  
	 To accomplish these goals, we host 
events for the District staff members and 
volunteers, including a holiday party 
and annual awards banquet. We also 
regularly host events for the community’s 
participation, from our traditional low-cost 
pancake breakfasts and spaghetti dinners to 
fabulous fundraiser dinners.   
	 Thanks to support from the 
community, our recent accomplishments 
have included very successful campaigns 
to purchase a Type 3 Wildland Fire Engine 
and a specialized washer-extractor, which 
addresses the extremely high rate of cancer 
in firefighters by removing carcinogens from 
fire equipment. Most recently, and at the 
request of Chief Wolfard, our fundraising 
efforts and community donations have 
financed the acquisition of two large used 
engines in good condition. These will be 
placed at stations to provide extra pumper 

See FIRE-AND COMMUNITY, page 9.
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Nonprofit organizations in theApplegate Valley 
are welcome to submit news and event information 

to the Applegater. Email gater@applegater.org.

— Ruch Library —

BY MEGAN PINDER

Discover, create, and connect at 
Ruch Library

— Applegate Library —

BY CHRISTINE GRUBB

Learn, fix, move, and make music at 
Applegate Library

Join the Friends of the 
Applegate Library!
BY DIANA COOGLE

The programs and services listed 
below, as well as our Seed Library, 
Wi-Fi, and cozy spaces, are free and 
accessible to every community member, 
including those l iving outside of 
Jackson County. For Jackson County 
residents, library cards are also free!
	 End of Life Planning for Your 
Online Accounts. This program will 
help you and your loved ones take 
practical steps to prepare your digital 
legacy. 2-3:30 pm Thursday, March 12.
	 Be an Energy Explorer with 
S c i e n c e w o r k s ! ,  6 +  y e a r s .  T h i s 
interactive workshop teaches the basics 
of electricity and solar energy with 
engaging demonstrations, experiments, 
and activities that spark curiosity. 1-2 
pm Saturday, March 14.
 	 Pollinator Pals Seed Science 
Workshop,  7-12 year s .  Jo in  the 
Pollinator Pals team for a seed science 
workshop where we’ll dissect beans 
under microscopes, use dancing to 
prepare wildflower seeds, and learn 
a l l  about  how to  ge t  your  own 
pollinator garden started! 4-5 pm 
Thursday, March 19.
	 2nd Annual Community Plant 
& Seed Swap. The Ruch Seed Library 
is celebrating its second anniversary! 
Come swap seeds and stories of your 
gardening successes.  Tubers,  root 
divisions, and cuttings are also welcome. 
1-2 pm Saturday, March 21.
	 Wildfire Risk Reduction: Being 
Firewise in our Community, 18+ 
years. Learn how to mitigate fire hazards 
around your home as well as in the 
event of a large-scale emergency, such 
as a wildfire. 1-2 pm Saturday, April 4.
	 Experience the West African 
Kora with Sean Gaskell. Hear the 
sound—and the history—of the kora, 
a 21-stringed West African harp. 4:30-
5:30 pm Thursday, April 9.
	 What Is AI and Should I Be 
Worried?, 13+ years. Explore the hot 
topic of AI and learn what it is and 
some of the challenges and concerns it 
creates. 1-2:30 pm Saturday, April 11.
	 Ode to a Living Ancestor: Poetry 
& Colored Pencil, 12+ years. We will 
write a poem and make a colored-pencil 
art piece on Masonite to honor a relative. 
Youth 12-17 must be accompanied by 
an adult. 1-3 pm Saturday, April 18. 
	 Chill and Paint. Join us for a 
creative class where we’ll use basic 
art supplies to let our creativity flow. 
Children under 12, please bring a 
grown-up. 1-2 pm Saturday, May 2.
	 Spring Cleaning and Cleansing 
with Herbs, 12+ years. In this hands-on 

	 “Autocorrect” is a great slogan for a 
free library resource: Chilton’s Automotive 
Library. This database gives step-by-step 
repair instructions, wiring diagrams, 
maintenance schedules, and diagnostic 
information for thousands of vehicles. It 
is an accredited and trustworthy source, 
and barriers like video ads, various account 
sign-ins, and prompts to download 
certain types of software aren’t part of the 
equation. You can also use Chilton to look 
up your VIN to see if there have been any 
recalls. You can find Chilton’s Automotive 
Library at jcls.org/2026/01/09/featured-
database-chiltons-automotive/. 
Upcoming events
	 Android Basics, 18+ years. Learn 
the basics of Android phones and tablets. 
Topics include physical parts overview, 
Android operating system, and navigating 
gestures, widgets, keyboard, and more. 
Bring your own phone. 11 am-noon, 
Tuesday, March 3.
	 Music and Movement: Family Fun 
with Laurie Finear. This class combines 
singing, rhythm, movement, and sign 
language. Get ready to sing beloved songs 
and play with percussion instruments, 
hoops, balls, and more! Classes are on the 
second and fourth Fridays through May. 
2:30-3:30 pm Friday, March 13 & 27; 
April 10 & 24; May 8.
	 Picture Perfect: An Introduction 
to Using the Apple Camera and Photos 
app, 18+ years. This beginner-level class 
will introduce users to the iPhone camera 
and Photos app. Topics include taking 
pictures, navigating the photo app, 
creating albums, sharing photos, learning 
features of the camera app and shooting 
modes, and much more. Bring your own 
device. 11 am-noon, Tuesday, April 7.
	 Veterans Outreach, 18+ years. A 
veteran service officer will be available 
to assist veterans and their families with 

services, including VA disability 
applications, burial benefits, widow 
benefits, discharge upgrades, and more. 
For more information, call 541-774-
8214. 10 am-3 pm, even-numbered 
month Tuesdays: April 14, June 9, 
August 11, October 13, and December 8.
	 An Introduction to MyChart®, 
18+ years. Learn how to use MyChart®. 
Topics include accessing your medical 
information, attending virtual doctor 
visits, refilling prescriptions online, 
and more. There will be time for Q&A 
and time to practice. 11 am-noon, 
Tuesday, May 5.
	 Experience the West African Kora 
with Sean Gaskell, all ages. Hear the 
sound—and the history—of the kora, a 
21-stringed West African harp. 3-4 pm, 
Friday, May 15.
Reminders
	 A technical education specialist 
will be at the Applegate branch library 
on Tuesdays from 10 am-12:30 pm on 
a first-come, first-served basis. You can 
also make an appointment by email at 
digitalservices@jcls.org or by phone at 
541-734-3990.
	 The Applegate Library meeting 
room can be booked for your meeting, 
program, or event (even when the 
library is closed) by going to jcls.
libcal.com/reserve/ap-meeting. Need 
a place to rehearse? You can do that 
here, whether for a meeting or music 
practice. 
	 Wi-Fi is available 24-7 in our 
parking lot and available inside during 
open hours.
Preschool Storytime is on Fridays from 
11-11:30 am. 

Christine Grubb 
Applegate Branch Library Manager

cgrubb@jcls.org
541-846-7346

class, we will explore the practical use 
of spring herbs for cleaning and light 
internal cleansing. We will also identify 
and taste local wildcrafted herbs. 1-2:30 
pm, Saturday, May 9.
	 Be an Energy Explorer with 
S c i e n c e w o r k s ! ,  6 +  y e a r s .  T h i s 
interactive workshop teaches the basics 
of  hydroelectr ic  power and wind 
power with engaging demonstrations, 
experiments, and activities that spark 
curiosity. 1-2 pm Saturday, May 16.
	 Death Cafe Conversation, 13+ 
years. Facilitated by Southern Oregon 
Living and Dying Alliance, this is an 
informal, respectful space to share 
stories, ask questions, and discuss the 
sometimes difficult topic of mortality 
in a way that brings connection and 
insight. 6-8 pm first Thursdays.
	 World Snack Tour, 10+ years. 
Discover a new country through music, 
trivia, games, and the best snacks and 
candies a particular country has to offer. 
We provide the samples; you bring a 
spirit of adventure and curiosity about 
the world! 1-2 pm fourth Saturdays.
	 Preschool Storytime, 3-5 years. 
Bring your preschoolers to enjoy stories, 
rhymes, songs, and fun at the library. 
10:30-11 am Tuesdays.
	 Community Resource Help. 
Need help with food, shelter, a medical 
provider, etc.? Meet with a member 
of our Community Resource Team by 
appointment or drop in. Noon-4 pm 
Wednesdays.
	 Computer and Tech Help. Meet 
with a Technology Education Specialist 
by appointment or drop in. 10 am-
12:30 pm Tuesdays and 2-4:30 pm 
Thursdays.
	 Read  Play  Talk  (RPT) ,  0 -5 
years. Discover how children learn 
through play and daily activities: 
singing, telling stories, creating art, 
and having fun!  RPT is  open to 
everyone—young children and their 
families and caregivers. 10:30 am-
noon Thursdays.
	 Community Yoga,  13+ years. 
Join us for an all-levels yoga class with 
Dr. Rachel Stricker. The Community 
Room wil l  open at 8:45 am, and 
class will begin at 9 am. Registration 
required at jcls.org/events or by calling 
899-7438. Bring your own mat. 9-10 
am second and fourth Wednesdays.

Megan Pinder
Ruch Branch Manager

Jackson County Library Services
541-494-3284

mpinder@jcls.org
7919 Highway 238, Ruch

Open 
7 am - 7 pm 
Weds - Sat and 
7 am - 3 pm Sun. 
Closed Mon 
and Tues. 

Come visit!
Serving 

breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. 

Beer and wine 
on tap or to go.

Family-run 181 Upper Applegate Road 
Jacksonville, OR 97530

541-702-2662

	 We love our libraries! The Applegate 
Branch of the Jackson County Library 
System (JCLS) is a valuable resource for 
our community. It has books, of course 
(browsing the shelves is always fun), and 
a lot more—computers for patron use, 
programs for children and for adults, 
wonderful music gatherings (I hope you’ve 
been to some), a pick-up place for books 
ordered from the larger JCLS shelves, and 
a community room for meetings, yoga 
classes, readings, and other events.
	 Jackson County branch libraries 
have Friends groups that support and 
enhance the services of their libraries. 
With proceeds from book sales, they help 
pay for programs. They sponsor their own 
programs. They provide refreshments 
when needed. They stock “little libraries” 

with books. They promote the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library, which gives 
free books to children. They step up as 
volunteers when their librarians need help.
	 The Friends of the Applegate Library 
likes to do these kinds of things, too, but 
when Joan Peterson died last November, 
our group was diminished to two—me 
and the wonderful and loyal Lynn Towns. 
By the bylaws, we need to have at least 
three members, or the organization will 
dissolve. Lynn and I would love to talk 
to you about joining the board. We love 
our library and would love to continue 
supporting it as FOAL. Join us so we can 
all do that together.

Diana Coogle
541-8346-7447

dicoog@gmail.com
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Why volunteering (and 
paperbacks) still matter 
BY JANIS MOHR-TIPTON

Spring into learning with Josephine 
Community Library 

— Williams Library —

BY SARAH MEYER
	 Williams Library events and programs 
are offered at no charge and are open to the 
public. Registration is not required, and a 
library card is not necessary to participate 
in library events and programs.
Featured events
	 Williams Weekly Story Time. 
Themed story time and craft session 
designed to spark creativity and joy in a 
safe, family-friendly setting. 11 am-noon 
every Friday. 
	 K9 Reading Buddies. Stop by the 
Williams Branch to read with Shadow, 
Williams’s friendly K9 Reading Buddy. 
This program offers a welcoming, low-
pressure environment where children 
can practice reading aloud with a trained 
therapy dog and develop a love of reading. 
3-4 pm on Tuesdays. 
	 Adult Williams Book Club. Join 
a welcoming community of readers 
to explore engaging books, share 
perspectives, and build connections 
through thoughtful conversation and a 
shared love of reading. Noon-1 pm the 
last Saturday of every month. 
	 Kanopy: Streaming with your 
library card
	 Josephine Community Library now 
offers Kanopy, a free streaming service for 
library cardholders. Enjoy thousands of ad-
free movies, documentaries, and TV shows 
anytime, whether you’re watching on your 
computer, mobile device, or streaming 

directly to your smart TV through 
the Kanopy app. Your library card 
also provides access to Kanopy Kids, 
an ad-free, age-appropriate collection 
designed for safe and enjoyable viewing.
	 Start streaming today with your 
library card barcode at josephinelibrary.
kanopy.com or by downloading the 
Kanopy app.
Other library matters
	 The tutors are in! Did you know 
that with a library card, students can 
access live virtual tutoring at no cost 
through Brainfuse HelpNow? Students 
from elementary through college level 
can get the help they need in various 
subjects, including math, writing, 
language, and more.
	 Students  can a lso check out 
calculators, laptops, and Wi-Fi hotspots 
from our Library of Things to support 
studying at home or on the go—or 
stop by the library to take advantage 
of quiet study spaces.
	 To take advantage of this resource, 
visit josephinelibrary.org and find “Help 
Now” in the “Online Learning Resources” 
section under “Education/Resources.”
Williams Library hours
Tuesday/Wednesday/Saturday, 1-6 pm
Friday, 11 am-6 pm

Sarah Meyer
Communications Lead

smeyer@josephinelibrary.org

	 The Friends of Ruch Library (FORL) 
is a nonprofit that is completely run by 
volunteers, like many other organizations 
or groups in our valley. 
	 We extend a heartfelt thank-you to 
each of the FORL volunteers for the hours 
they have given, the variety of jobs they 
have done, and the incredible connection 
they have made with members of our own 
community and with visitors, many of 
whom came from throughout our region 
for programs, activities, and shopping at our 
bookstores in 2025. 
 	 As we begin 
this first quarter 
of 2026, we could 
do even more if we 
had additional help. 
There’s something 
v e r y  p o s i t i v e 
that happens for 
both the person 
providing helpful, 
cheerful service and 
the visiting person 
receiving the friendly, 
cheerful service. 
	 In a New York Times article, author 
Tara Parker-Pope said, “Volunteering is 
linked to health benefits like lower blood 
pressure and decreased mortality rates. We 
also know that volunteering builds your 
resilience—your ability to bounce back 
from trauma, grief, and other small and big 
setbacks in life.”
	 Volunteering in any nonprofit is not 
only a service to a community; it is a way 
to build relationships, learn new skills, and 
make connections that build friendships. 
There’s a great opportunity to visit with 
many nonprofits and find out how you 
can become involved in your community 
on April 25, 2026, at the Ruch Fire Station 
Hall. Watch for upcoming details, and 
come visit with us. 
End of an era with paperback books?
	 The FORL volunteers and board 
members who work with the book 
donations recently learned that at the 
end of 2025, most publishers of the very 
popular mass-market paperbacks were 
ending publication of them because of 
a severe drop in sales. One independent 
publisher will continue a specific niche, 
such as cozy mysteries in the paperback 
format. They will also move some titles 
to be printed in the trade paperback or 
hardcover formats. There will be plenty 
around the Ruch Library Campus for 
several years, and the Book Barn has a 
good stock.
	 There’s an interesting history of how 
we got the smaller 4x7-inch paperback, 
so named in England in the 1930s. In 
1931, the United States first published 

similar-sized books called pocket books—
affordable, portable books that could get 
distributed in more places than just the drug 
stores and train stations. They were printed 
on low-quality paper with vibrant, eye-
catching covers to encourage people to buy 
them at 25 cents. The Good Earth, by Pearl 
Buck, published in 1938, was the first mass-
marketed pocket book in the US. Then 
ten other titles were tried, and by the early 
1940s, a wide variety of genre fiction was 
being published. The 1950s and World War 

II brought newer 
technology and a 
wide readership of 
men and women 
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e 
military or employed 
as shift workers. 
The paperbacks 
were cheap, readily 
a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d 
easily posted and 
carried. These books 
provided easy reading 
while waiting for 
transportation. 

	 Today, what does this mean for 
softcover books? The trade paperbacks that 
entered the American market in the 1960s 
will remain. These books are usually 6x8+ 
inches and have higher-quality paper and 
a larger font size with better ink for lasting 
quality. The soft edition of best sellers is 
also very popular, and most publishers 
will continue large-market sales with trade 
paperbacks. 
How does FORL process the donations 
that come to them?
	 We have a system for sorting every 
item we receive:
•	 “Excellent condition” goes on sale at 

the A-Frame Bookstore
•	 “Good condition” goes to the 
Book Barn, Ruch Country Store, Ruch 
Hardware Store, and Little Libraries in 
the Ruch area
•	 “Okay condition” goes to the free bins 
in the breezeway attached to the Book Barn 
and occasionally to Goodwill or, if heavily 
damaged, to a recycling bin or garbage can
	 Processing and selling books is where 
FORL could use much more help. Come 
see us on a Tuesday, noon-2 pm, at the 
Ruch Library campus, 7919 Hwy 238, 
when we are processing items at the Book 
Barn, or stop to see us at the big event on 
April 25. 
	 Thank you to this rural community 
for helping to become an outstanding place 
of stewardship. 

Janis Mohr-Tipton, President
Friends of Ruch Library (FORL)

janis.agapark@gmail.com 
541-846-7501

FORL members Cynthia Cheney, Laurel 
Prchal, and Janie Tibbals volunteering to 
sort books from donation arrivals in the 

Book Barn. Photo by Barbara Krack.

3,000 square feet of Antiques!
ESTABLISHED 1973

2300 Cedar Flat Road
Williams, Oregon

spitnpolish@me.com
Instagram: 

spit_n_polish_williams_or

Indoor/Outdoor
Lighting
Antique Showcases
Tools

Furniture
Advertising

Bath Accessories
Architechtural

We are open
if we 
are here .
Phone us!

American Antiques
Arts & Crafts

Victorian
Art Nouveau

Art Deco
Country Primitive

CALL FIRST
541-846-0260

Please support our advertisers! Shop 
local; keep our dollars local.

FARM STORE
L O C A L  O R G A N I C  N A T U R A L  F O O D S

P R O D U C E |  M E AT S |  W I N E ,  C I D E R & B E E R |  F E R M E N T S |  S E A S O N I N G S

ON HWY 238 BETWEEN PROVOLT AND WATERGAP ROAD

M O N  -  F R I  1 1 A M  T O  6 P M
S AT U R D AY  1 1 A M  T O  5 P MCome find us in

the big red barn!

Now serving burgers!

Happy Cinco de Mayo
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 THE STARRY SIDE    

A season of stars 
BY GREELEY WELLS

Greeley Wells.

Image: Sky & Telescope  
(skyandtelescope.org).

	 Winter, such as it has been, is 
over. Days are lengthening, nights 
are finally shrinking, and the 
outside is calling. But I go out 
every clear night, anyway, 
even in winter. It’s an 
amazing universe right 
over our heads. With 
all its beauty and 
complications, it can 
both interest us and 
bring us to new 
understandings. 
Th i s  h e aven l y 
spread has been 
around us all our 
history. In the past, 
our ancestors must 
have sat around fires 
cooking dinner each 
night. What do you 
think they looked at 
and talked about under 
the stars, each night slightly 
different from the one before, 
until the same night comes back 
around a year later? 
	 This season, Orion, with his three-
in-a-row belt, is in the south. He will 
have reached the southwest by April and 
will be standing on the western horizon 
line later that month. By May, he will 
have completely set in the west. Sirius, 
his bright dog star, the sky’s brightest star, 
will be following him faithfully and also 
disappearing by May. 

	 My favorite, Cassiopeia, will have 
moved over the top of the north star to the 
west, then sunk below it. By May, she will 
be right under the North Star, making it a 
“W” (for Wells, you know). Unfortunately, 

my view of Cassiopeia is full of trees and 
a mountain, so I look for parts of her.  

	 Overhead and a little east 
is Auriga, a five-star square 

with a cool little triangle 
along one of its northern 

sides and a very bright 
star, Capella, in it. 
I t  move s  to  the 
southwest in May 
but is still along the 
horizon line. 
	 The Big Dipper, 
U r s a  M a j o r , 
i s  n o r t h w e s t , 
o p p o s i t e  t h e 
North Star from 
C a s s i o p e i a .  In 

March, it’s moving 
around the North 

Star to find an overhead 
position in May. It’s 

another constellation I 
love. One reason is that 

you can follow the arch of the 
handle (or the tail of Ursa, the 

bear) to Boötes, a large constellation 
with a wonderful bright star, Arcturus, 

at its end. It’s 
m o v i n g  e a s t 
and then northeast to hang overhead 
during spring.
 	 Leo the  Lion ( the  backward 
question mark) moves straight west 
overhead all season. It’s east in March, 
overhead, and then west in May. Leo 
really stands out.  
	 Mars is bright and next to the 
Gemini Twins in March. By May, it is 
heading toward the western horizon, 
away from the twins. 
	 Jupiter is the brightest thing up 
there in March, near the “V” of Taurus, 
the Bull, in the midwest, heading for 
the horizon line to set there in April.
	 When we look at the night sky, we 
keep seeing more and understanding 
more, and we still never seem to know 
it all. It’s so much bigger than us and so 
beautiful. I’ve been tempted by it since I 
was six or seven, when my grandmother 
showed me, from a beach, some of what 
was there. I saw enough then to capture 
me for life.

Greeley Wells
greeley@greeley.me

                                         — OF NOTE —   
 Meteors

We will experience meteor showers on April 22-24, after midnight 
and through dawn. There will be 10 to 15 Lyrid meteors per hour, at 
their highest at dawn, with the radiant near Vega.

Since
1988

TheCleaningCrewOnLine.com

Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Natural Products Used for:

Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services

• House & Office Cleaning
• Window  • Gutters
• Pressure Washing
• Moss Removal
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among schools and providers. As a 
short-term response, OSU Outdoor 
School calculated maximum funding 
allotments to schools across the state. 
For some schools, the allotted funds 
per student are significantly lower 
than AOS’s registration fee. While we 
have been able to work out a plan with 
our partner schools for spring 2026, 
these cuts have slashed AOS program 
management time and halted our newly 
developed High School Leader program. 
Ominously, an additional 12.78 percent 
cut is hovering over Outdoor School. 
If this cut is applied, AOS may have 
to shrink from four to three program 
days per student and potentially lose 
our catering service. These impacts are 
being felt not only by AOS but also 
by providers throughout the state, as 

■ APCW’S EDUCATION
Continued from page 1. 5th- and 6th-graders contend with a 

diminished experience from the one 
supported by Oregon voters when they 
passed Measure 99.

Today’s funding climate has impacted 
Applegate Outdoor Summer Camp in 
a different, albeit broadly connected, 
manner. APWC piloted AOSC in 2025 
with the goal of providing a conveniently 
located, financially accessible nature 
day camp in the Applegate. In February 
2025, we recruited an AmeriCorps 
member to coordinate this program. 
The importance of this AmeriCorps 
partnership was two-fold: it added 
capacity to our small education staff 
and minimized overhead program 
management costs. When AmeriCorps 
was federal ly defunded in March 
2025, our AmeriCorps member was 
forced to end their service term early. 
Without our AmeriCorps member, 

program management and staffing costs 
ballooned, and the income we received 
from our low registration fees, which we 
had budgeted and put forth before our 
member’s departure, was insufficient 
to cover overhead costs. Despite this 
setback, our four-week pilot season 
was a fulfilling and joyful experience 
for education staff, in no small part 
due to the warm feedback from the 
community.

We are excited to be offering AOSC 
again in 2026, this time for six weeks. 
In order to cover overhead costs while 
minimizing increases to registration 
fees, we have sought funding from a 
range of regional organizations. At 
this time, we have been awarded funds 
from the Pacific Power Foundation, 
Jackson Soil & Water Conservation 
District, and A Greater Applegate. 
We are also seeking contributions 

from local businesses and community 
members who wish to support AOSC. 
Donations can be applied toward 
general program support or to the 
AOSC Scholarship Fund, which covers 
registration fees for campers from 
qualified families.  

Despite these challenges, APWC’s 
education program remains committed 
to faci l i tat ing impactful  outdoor 
experiences for the Applegate’s youth. 
As we forge ahead amid dwindling 
resources, we appreciate the community’s 
support now more than ever. 

Contact charlotte@apwc.info with 
questions or to discuss supporting 
Applegate Outdoor Summer Camp. 

Charlotte Hyde
Education & Outreach 

Program Director
charlotte@apwc.info

978-270-8831
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	 Is soil the soul of a garden? Soil is 
certainly magical. Under the surface, 
it’s dark, insulated, womb-like, and 
mysterious—only the worms and wigglies 
know what’s going on down there. For 
us above, soil is a source of wonder and 
appreciation.
	 Gardeners depend on soil far more 
than plants depend on us. To anyone 
who claims to have brown thumbs, I 
say “Wonderful!” because brown is the 
beautiful color of soil. What an honor!
	 To be real, gardening and soil- 
building can feel soul-wrenching on a 
bad day. Other times, they are an elegant 
dance with nature. I oscillate through 
this spectrum.
	 It helps to carry fewer expectations 
for myself and the garden. Building soil 
and gaining experience are also worthy 
gifts to my future self, definitely worth 
waiting (years) for. Yes, as they say, gardens 
teach patience—priceless!
	 Catch me building soil year-round, 
one way or another. Here are a few 
favorites!
Lazy compost bed prep
	 I cold-compost out of the sheer joy 
of not having to turn piles. The downside 
of partially-broken-down compost is also 
the upside. Come the end of the season, 
I move the chunkier, unbroken-down 

part of the pile (the outsides and top) to a 
new spot. The bottom-middle of the pile 
is beautifully (partially) broken-down, 
worm-inhabited, epic compost that gets 
added to garden beds. Now! The soil that 
was under the compost pile no longer has 
grass or weeds and is majorly enriched—
perfect for immediately planting into! 
Rinse, repeat.
Pine needles have nutrients
	 Pine needles like to stay dry—it’s 
almost as if they want to burn. I’ve found 
pine needles nearly a foot deep at the base 
of a tree, dry and not very broken down. 
Well, pine needles decompose if they stay 
wet. So I layer pine needles in my compost. 
I layer them in mulch. I layer them in 
new raised beds—lasagna style. It works 
really well! And no, dry pine needles won’t 
acidify your garden!
Manure for the win
	 Manure boosts our garden’s fertility! We 
don’t have livestock (a.k.a. poop factories), 
but we are lucky this region is inhabited 
by lots of animal lovers. Many said animal 
lovers don’t garden and have a, well, poop 
disposal problem. I am not picky about the 
animal, be it goat, horse, alpaca, chicken, 
cow, turkey, rabbit, what have you. They’re 
all good! My concern is that their feed 
has not been sprayed, because persistent 
chemicals will kill the soil for years.

BY NOEL RUIZ 

Soiled again! It feels so-ul good 
 GARDENING FROM THE HEART

Weeds got it covered
	 Weeds literally cover the soil 
when we don’t. How smart. How 
generous! I am only diligent about 
weeding thornies (e.g., blackberry, 
star thistle) and runners (e.g., 
mint, rhizomatous grass). Other 
weeds are quite welcome until 
they start competing with another 
plant I favor. Then they are either 
harvested for food and medicine, 
used as mulch, cut back and allowed 
to continue growing as cover, or 
composted. Sometimes I let the 
weeds ferment or rot in water—
“weed tea” makes an amazing 
liquid fertilizer!
	 Soil building is a gift that keeps on 
giving, in part because the ritual never 
ends. When I dig into the compost pile or 
pull back the mulch and find a new layer 
of rich, dark humus—when I harvest 
some veggies that I struggled to grow just 
a few years ago (in the very same spot)—I 
uncover more gratitude for the garden, 
for myself, for life. I find the gifts I left 
in the soil for myself, all those seasons 
ago, when I wove wishes and dreams into 
layers of earth.
	 As I play in the dirt, I’m remembering 
something I inherently knew a long, 
long time ago as a young boy. Residual 

joy appears to come from the process, 
the ritual, the satisfaction of doing the 
thing—whatever that thing is—while not 
expecting a certain outcome.
	 Healthy plants, large veggies, and 
abundant blooms are nice for a moment, 
if I’m lucky enough. When I’m loving the 
garden for what it is now—weeds, stones, 
and all—it turns out I can love myself, 
too, for who I am in this moment.

Noel Ruiz
hello@homesteadculture.com

	 Noel offers seeds and writes about 
h o m e s t e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t  a t 
homesteadculture.com.

Worms are hidden heroes, adding primo manure 
around plants’ roots. Photo by Noel Ruiz. 

■ FIRE AND COMMUNITY
Continued from page 5
capacity. Now every Applegate Station has 
a large-capacity pumper, which improves 
our Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating, 
potentially leading to better insurance rates. 
	 Please join us in our fun and meaningful 
work! To learn more, visit our webpage at 
friendsofapplegatefire.org, or join us at a 
meeting on the third Tuesday of each month 
at 3 pm at the Fire District Training Building, 
1095 Upper Applegate Road. Or if you’d 
rather just have some food and fun, come 
to our next pancake breakfast on April 25, 
8-10:30 am, also at the Training Building.
Volunteer firefighters and Emergency 
medical technicians (EMTs)
	 Volunteer firefighters and EMTs 
have a long history of valuable service in 
the Applegate Valley. Volunteers provide 
essential assistance with emergency response 

by supporting our professional firefighters 
in diverse ways. One of the most valuable 
functions of volunteer responders is to assist 
with emergency calls by driving tankers or 
other engines to fires or medical calls. Our 
community is geographically spread out, and 
while our Fire District has seven strategically 
sited and well-maintained stations, only 
two are staffed. In a perfect world, the five 
unstaffed stations would be used by trained 
volunteers who live nearby and can provide 
a speedy response to local emergencies. 
Unfortunately, there is a chronic shortage 
of volunteers. If you have any interest in 
participating as a volunteer firefighter or 
EMT, please call the Fire District at 541-
899-1050. We provide training.

Babette Rapp
President, Friends of the Applegate 

Fire District
brapp5@aol.com

Got News?
The Applegater welcomes submissions! 

What’s going on around you in the Applegate? Let us know! Send your 
write-up and high-resolution photos to gater@applegater.org. Thanks! 

See you in the Applegater....


