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 BACK IN TIME

Summer of  ‘29

By 1929 my parents were somewhat 
prospering after having left the Applegate 
and moved to Medford where dad found 
employment at the Owen Oregon Sawmill.  
Th ey were renting a two story house at 408 
West Sixth Street next to the Perl Funeral 
home.  Th e Perl’s and my folks became good 
friends and I often took the liberty of playing 
on their front steps or visiting their rabbits 
that they kept in a hutch in the backyard.

Mother was making some money by 
renting the rooms upstairs in our house.  I 
sometimes got permission to visit a nice 
couple living up there and they would make 
me bread and honey sandwiches.  I was 
not to play on the stairs though I found 
this diffi  cult to not do. However, the closet 
underneath the stairway became a terrifying 
place that I had to stay in sometimes when 
being naughty.  Th e threat of being there 
made me an almost model child.

My brother, Morris, and sister, 
Gladys, attended the Washington School 
where the Jackson County Court House 
is located now.  It was close enough to 
our home for my sister to sometimes take 
me there after school to play on the slide 
and swings.  Most of all, I wanted to be 
able to roller skate as my sister was doing 
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 Drilling and Pump Service  located at 
 6811 Williams Hwy. As part of a 
 tradition of information that began 
 more than 50 years ago, these columns 
 are provided to help take the mystery 
 out of well drilling and groundwater. 
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 The Murphy’s Law for wells & 
 pump systems is - they will cease 
 to function primarily at a time 
 when the need for them is the 
 greatest.

 This same law applies to the 
 family car, of course, and if you 
 think it makes you mad to be 
 without transportation for a 
 time, you don’t even want to 
 know how it feels not to be able 
 to run the tap for a drink of 
 water, or for a shower or, even 
 worse, to flush the toilets. Oh, 
 did I mention that this usually 
 happens when you have out-of-
 town guests in your home? The 
 answer is an annual main -
 tenance check and service for 
 your well’s pump system.

 Similar to the annual tune-up 
 for your vehicle or regular oil 
 changes, the annual pump 
 maintenance helps to ensure 
 the smooth functioning of your 
 water system. A qualified serv -
 ice technician should examine 
 the pump, check to see that it is 
 functioning properly, make cer -
 tain that the amperage is nei -
 ther too high or low, and check 
 the points on the motor. Such 
 annual maintenance can help 
 avoid future problems and 
 should also reveal whether the 
 pressure tank is waterlogged.
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when taking me there, but  my feet were 
too small for skates to be screwed onto my 
shoes.  Th ose old skates would probably be 
a collector’s item now.

One day a city crew was making 
sidewalks by our house.  When they left 
Morris took the liberty to write his name 
in the fresh cement on the corner of Sixth 
and Ivy Streets.  Maybe it is still there.  Of 
course, the old house is long gone and the 
Evelyn apartments are there in its place.  Th e 
name is just a coincidence.

I remember the long hot summer in 
1929 and mother convinced my dad to take 
us on a week-end trip to the coast.  None 
of us had ever seen the ocean and thought 
getting out of the heat for awhile would be 
so inviting.  We had a Chevrolet touring 
car, maybe a 1919 model with a canvas top.  

It was a long ride to Crescent City, 
California, especially in those days.  Th e 
d i r t  r o a d s 
were bumpy 
and dusty and 
my riding in 
the back seat 
and hav ing 
to endure all 
of the wind 
and particles 
i n  t h e  a i r 
while getting 
c a r  s i c k , 
defi nitely put 
a damper on 
the first part 
of  my tr ip.   
H o w e v e r , 
seeing the beautiful big redwood trees was 
wonderful.  Mother took a picture of us by 
our car, but the mystery is why she didn’t 
take any pictures of the giant trees.  

One of the worst parts of traveling 
in those days was having a fl at tire.  My 
poor dad had to stop and patch an inner 
tube several times before reaching our 
destination in the late evening, where we 
would rent a small cabin for the night.  I 
recall there being about four or fi ve of these 
cabins down by the beach.  Gladys had 

disappeared from us while our car was being 
unloaded.  She had always been inquisitive 
and by the time my mother found her she 
was getting acquainted with some people 
in another cabin.

Our cabin was not at all cheerful but 
we were so glad to get out of the cold wind.  
Mother made our beds but she realized she 
had not brought enough bedding to keep 
us warm.  No one was able to sleep so when 
early morning came we hurriedly piled back 
into the car and left.  I do not remember 
seeing the ocean as I was too miserable to 
remember anything but the cold.

On the way home, we somewhat 
welcomed the intense heat but poor dad 
kept having to fi x fl at tires.  I’m sure he was 
not having a good time with this trip.  About 
four blocks from home he didn’t even stop 
to fi x another fl at, we just kept on going 
and Gladys became so embarrassed that 

someone would see us that dad let her out 
of the car to walk the rest of the way home.

Soon after this trip the Great 
Depression came and we moved back to 
the Applegate in the summer of 1930. I did 
not return to see the ocean until 1948.  Th e 
beautiful Oregon Coast became one of my 
favorite places to go and the traveling was so 
much better than that fi rst trip back in time.
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Family centered living for those who need assistance. 

With over 20 years experience, this husband-wife team do more 
than provide a place to live; we make you a part of our family.

A Kyne’d Touch LLC  -  Adult Foster Care 

*professional manicures 
   & pedicures 
*professional haircuts 
*great personal care

We have an open door policy, so stop in and visit anytime!

*private rooms 
*tailored activities 
*sing-a-longs 
*outings 

*church attendance  
*good home cooking 
*volunteer read-a-loud 
*custom exercise programs 

Call Albert or Tanaya Kyne @ 

John., Evelyn and Gladys Byrne.

APPLEGATER FUNDRAISER – BARBEQUE   
Sunday • April 25th • 3-7 pm • Applegate River Lodge & Restaurant

Th e tradition continues with the Applegate River Lodge’s Second Annual BBQ Fundraiser in support of the Applegater. 
On Sunday afternoon, April 25 the Applegate River Lodge & Restaurant will usher in spring with this BBQ and ALL proceeds 
go to the paper. What a day is planned! In addition to the wonderful menu of chicken with all the trimmings, local Applegate 
Valley wineries will be pouring wine. Live music is also going to be provided by Duke Davis & Friends.  A silent auction is 
planned and there are a wide variety of items to bid on—something for every budget.  Wine, gift certifi cates running from 
dental, housecleaning, babysitting, Jacksonville Inn, and at least 20 other certifi cates for local services. Mexican vacation 
getaways, local art work, HP laser jet printer, collectible stadium blanket in mint condition, collectable books, lots of jewelry, 
a Harley jacket and over 50 other items.

Tickets are $15 for adults, or two for $25, and $7 for ages eight and under. Tickets are available at: Ruch Country 
Store, Murphy Country Nursery, McKee Bridge Store, Williams General Store, Outpost Farm & Garden, Applegate Store 
and Sterling Bank (Jacksonville, Stewart Ave. and Ashland branches). Get your tickets and join us for an aff ordable afternoon 
of food and fun for the whole family. What a terrifi c way to support our very own Applegater!


