Partners in restoration
throughout our watershed

BY JAKOB SHOCKEY

Last summer, while folks from the
Applegate Partnership and Watershed
Council (APWC) were dragging donated
hazard-tree logs into a side channel of the
Applegate River along Eastside Road,
numerous reports of “illegal logging
operation on the river” brought the police
to us multiple times a day. This added to
my morning’s to-do list—pack my hard
hat, camera, lunch, and water, and call the
Oregon State Police dispatch to let them
know that when the complaints come
in, it’s the APWC creating fish habitat.
People just don’t expect to see loggers
working to rehabilitate fish habitat. It’s
a contradiction of stereotypes.

It’s been two years since I've provided
an update on APWC’s restoration
projects, and during that time we've been
working to erode those contradictions.
Here’s what we've been up to.

On Eastside Road. We partnered
with landowner Jason Strauss to remove
aclot of invasive reed canary grass from a
side channel in order to open this area to
high-flow refuge for juvenile salmonids
and habitat for beavers and Western
pond turtles. Hazard trees were donated
through the landowner, the US Forest
Service (USFS), and the Cow Creek
Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians. With
funding from the Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board (OWEB) and Mr.
Strauss, Blue Ridge Timber Cutters
harvested and placed these logs with their
cable truck. Mr. Strauss spent hundreds
of hours removing blackberry canes from

the surrounding riparian area. Volunteers
from the Middle Rogue Steelheaders
(MRS) and Southern Oregon Fly Fishers
(SOFF) planted 175 native trees and
shrubs at the site.

On Forest Creek. An old diversion
structure blocked fish from moving
upstream and caused erosion on
the landowner’s nearby road. With
funding support from OWEB, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW), Patagonia, Trout and Salmon
Foundation, Resource Legacy Fund,
Oregon Wildlife Foundation, and MRS,
we constructed a bypass channel. Tommy
Maddox of 4M Timber completed the
work designed by engineer Joey Howard
of Cascade Stream Solutions. The Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) donated
hazard trees, and Evan Short of Southern
Oregon Bokashi and Kyle Krenzer of
Elevation Organics donated soil and
amendments for riparian plantings.

In Provolt. We've continued our
partnership with BLM, restoring riparian
habitat along the Applegate River with
funding from OWEB and Title II funds.
We also partnered with BLM on Powell
Creek, where long stretches of the stream
were devoid of large woody debris. As
logs fall into streams they jam up, create
scour pools, deposit spawning gravels,
and slow the streamflow upstream of
the trees. Without these instream logs,
many stretches of Upper Powell Creek
had become long riffles or raceways

that filled pools and left little fish

Before: Forest Creek Project at the Ruch Sawmill, in March 2018.
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Volunteers on planting day at the Butcherknife Creek Project site.

habitat. Funding and collaboration
with OWEB, ODFW, and BLM—Ied
by the efforts of Jonas Parker—helped
us install a second phase of the project,
another 32 structures in 2017 and 2018.
Additionally, we partnered with a private
landowner downstream to remove an
abandoned dam and collaborated with
mining claimant William Powell to
insure our log placements were mutually
beneficial for fish habitat and gold-
mining objectives.

On Palmer Creek. We worked with
USES fish biologist Steve Brazier and
Blue Ridge Timber Cutters to remove an
abandoned diversion dam and lace logs
throughout the stream channel.

During firefighting operations on the
Burnt Peak fire last summer, firefighters
cut up many previously placed logs,
which destabilized the fish habitat created
by those logs. During the summer, we re-
stabilized this situation before winter’s
high water. Through our collaboration,
we also removed small abandoned
dams on Humbug and Jamison creeks.
We thank the landowners, Barbara
Summerhawk, Chris Bratt, and Joan
Peterson, for their support.
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Finally, just off Redwood Highway
on Butcherknife Creek Road. We
replaced a dilapidated, large corrugated
metal culvert—deteriorated to the point
that the bottom looked like a cheese
grater—that had become a barrier for
juvenile and adult salmon and a safety
hazard for residents and emergency
vehicles. During the summer of 2017,
Timber Mountain Construction replaced
this barrier with a concrete bridge, and in
early 2018 the APWC and SOFF planted
over 100 native plants there. This project
received funding from local residents, the
Pacific Power’s Blue Sky Habitat Fund,
OWEB (through salmon license-plate
funding), and Otium Organics. Our
partners on this project included BLM,
USES, ODFW and SOFE.

If you have an idea for a potential
project or would like to discuss
strengthening the wildlife habitat on
your land, please contact me by email
or phone.

Jakob Shockey ¢ 541-890-9989
Restoration Program Manager
Applegate Partnership &
Watershed Council
jakob@apwc.info

After: Forest Creek Project at the Ruch Sawmill, in October 2018.

T
HONEYSUCKLE
Cafe
7360 Hwy 238, Ruch, OR 97530
(541) 702-2525

Open Weds thru Saturday 8 am - 3 pm
Breakfast All Day Sunday 8 am - 2 pm

IANS

Located in the Sunshine Plaza next to the Ruch Country Store
thehoneysucklecafe.com

Debbie Tollefson

541-973-9184

Don Tollefson
Principle Broker
wner

541-973-9185

Principle Broker
wner

their continuing support.
Stop by andivisit us at our new:
Jacksonyille location at 186/ E

California Street, across from Jacksonyille Inn.

Wishinglevenryonela
grcatholidaytandiHappyiNewaY.ear!
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